Amendments to the Claims: 



The following listing replaces all prior listing of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims : 

1 . (original) Handsfree system for use in a vehicle comprising a microphone 
array with at 

least two microphones and a signal processing means characterized in that 

the signal processing means comprises a superdirective beamformer with fixed 
superdirective filters. 

2. (currently amended)Handsfree system according to claim 1 wherein the 
beamformer is a regularised superdirective beamformer using a finite 
regularizsation parameter p , in particu l ar, a f i n i t e r e gular i zsation param e t e r p 
d e p e nd i ng on the fr e qu e ncy . 

3. (new) Handsfree system according to claim 2 where the finite reqularization 
parameter p comprises a finite regularization parameter p depending on the 
freguencv. 

43. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to claim 1 wherein each 
superdirective filter results from an iterative design based on a predetermined 
maximum susceptibility. 

54. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to on e of th e prec e ding claims 
1 wherein each superdirective filter is comprises a filter in the time domain. 

6§. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to on e of th e pr e c e ding claims 
1 wherein the signal processing means further comprises at least one inverse filter T 
i n particu l ar, a warp e d inv e rs e fi l t e r, for adjusting a microphone transfer function. 
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7. (new) Handsfree system according to claim 6 where the at least one inverse filter 
comprises a warped inverse filter. 

8§. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to claim £6 wherele each 
inverse filter4s comprises an approximate inverse of a non-minimum phase filter. 

97. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to claim §-er 6 wherein-each 
inverse filter is combined with a superdirective filter of the beamformer. 

10S. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to ono of th e pr e c e ding 
claims-1 wherein the beamformer has comprises the structure of a generaliszed 
sidelobe canceller (GSC). 

11©. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to ono of th e pr e c e d i ng 
claims-1 wherein the beamformer is comprises a minimum variance distortionless 
response (MVDR) beamformer. 

1240. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to ono of the procod i ng 
claims-1 wherein the microphone array comprises at least two microphones being 
arranged in an endfire orientation with respect to a first position. 

1344. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to claim 12 wherein the 
microphone array comprises at least two microphones b ei ng arranged in endfire 
orientation with respect to a second position. 

1542. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to claim 13 wherein the at 
least two microphones in the first endfire orientation and the at least two 
microphones in the second endfire orientation have comprise a microphone in 
common. 

1643. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to ono of the procoding 
claimsl wherein the microphone array comprises at least two subarrays. 
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1744. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to claim 1§6 wherein at 
least two subarrays frav ecomprise at leastone microphone in common. 

1845. (currently amended) Handsfree system according to ono of th e pr e c e ding 
claimsl further comprising a frame wherem-each microphone of the microphone 
array is arranged in a predetermined, i n part i cu l ar fix e d, position in or on the frame. 

19. (new)Handsfree system according to claim 18 where the predetermined 
position comprises a fixed position in or on the frame. 

204£. Handsfree system according to on e of th e pr e c e ding claimsl wherein at least 
one microphone Is comprises a directional microphone , in part i cular, hav i ng a 
cardio i d charact e rist i c and/or b e ing a diff e r e nt i al m i crophone . 

21 . (new) Handsfree system according to claim 20 where the directional 
microphone comprises a directional microphone with a cardioid characteristic. 

22. (new) Handsfree system according to claim 20 where the directional 
microphone comprises a differential microphone. 

2347. Handsfree system according to claim 1 comprising a V vehicle coupled to the 
microphone and the beamformer. comprising a handsfr ee syst e m accord i ng to one 
of th e pr e c e d i ng c l a i msl. 
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